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not inferior to the oriental ones of the fame fize, I fhouid 
not fail to endeavour to make the obfervation myfelf. 

An Accompt of fome Books. 

I. An Attempt to prove the MOTION of the EARTH from 
Obfervations ; made by Robert Hook Fellow of the R. Society. 
London in a? printed for J. Marty n at the Bell in St. Pauls 
Church-yard, 1674. 

"^He ingenious Author of this Attempt, having confi- 
der'd with himfelf, that the grand Controverlie about 
the Motion of the Earth remains yet undetermined, and find- 
ing, there was no other means left for human Induftry to decide 
it but "by obferving, whether there be any fenfible Parallax of 
the Earths Orb amongft the Fixt Stars ; did thereupon refolve 
to employ himfelf in making fome Obfervations concerning fo 
important a point in Aftronomy. And, after he had examined 
the ways and inftruments for all manner of Agronomical Ob- 
fervations, hitherto made ufe of, and confider'd of the incon- 
veniences and imperfections of them; and having alfo duely 
weighed the great accuratenefs and certainty, that this Ob- 
fervation of the Earth Parallax required : He next contrived 
a way of making Obfervations, that might be free from all the 
former inconveniences and exceptions, and, as near as might 
be, fortified againft any other that might be invented or 
raifed againft it. This way he gives an Account of in this 
prefent Traff, which is ; To obferve by the paiTing of fome 
considerable Star near the Zenith of fome place, whe- 
ther fuch a Star doth not at one time of the year pafs nearer to 
that Zenith^ and another, farther from it ; thus reafoning with 
himfelf, That, if the Earth doth move in an Orb about the Sun, 
and that this Orb hath any fenfible Parallax amongfl the Fixt 
Stars, this muft neceffarily happen, efpecially to thofe Fixt 
Stars, which are neareft the Pole of the Ecliptique. 

Accordingly he affirms to have actually made four Obfervati- 
ons, in this Trad: defcribed ; by which, he faith, 'tis manifeft, 
that there is a fenfible Parallax of the Earths Orb to the Fixt 
Star in the Dragons head, and confequently a Confirmation of 
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the Copemican Syftem againft the Ptolemaic and Tyckonic. Yet, 
like a rigid Philofopher, not being fully fatisfied with thefe 
Obfervations, he declares his extraordinary defire to have 
made others with more accuratenefs, than, by reafon of incon- 
venient weather and want of health, he was able to make 
thofe. However, he thinks he hath given fufficient occafion 
and direction to others to profecute this noble undertaking. 
At the end of the explication whereof he mentions fome things, 
which he looks upon as very remarkable, occurring in thole 
Obfervations ; one of which was, that in the day time, the Sua 
fhining very clear, he obferved the bright Star in the Dragons 
bead to pafs by the Zenith as diftin&ly and clearly as if the 
Sun had been fct : which he efteems to have been the firft time 
that the Fixt Stars were feen when the Sun fhined very bright 
without any obfcuring of its light by Eclipfe or otherwife $ 
that Tradition, of feeing the Stars in the day with the naked 
Eye out of a deep Well or Mine, being by him Judged a 
meer fiction, the thing being thought by him impoffible. 

Laft of all, he promifes, that he will explain to the Curi- 
ous a Syftem of the World differing in many particulars from 
any yetknown, but anfwering in all things to thecommon rules 
of Mechanical Motions : which Syftem he here declares to 
depend on three Suppofitions : I , That all Celeftial bodies 
whatfoever have an Attra&ion or Gravitating power towards 
their own Centers, thereby they attrad: not only their own 
parts, and keep them from flying from them (as we may ob- 
serve the Earth to do ;) but alfo all other Celeftial bodies that 
are within the Sphere of their activity : 2. That all Bodies 
whatfoever, that are put into a direct and fimple motion, will 
fo continue to move forward in a Str eight line, till they are 
by fome other more effectual power defiecfted and bent into 
a motion that defcribes fome Curve line. 3. That thefe At- 
tractive powers are fo much the more powerful in operating, 
by how much the nearer the body, wrought upon, is to 
their own Centers, 
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IL MEDICINA MILI?ARI8> or a Body of Mili- 
tary Medicines experimented, by Raymundus Mindererus, 
late chief Phyftian of the Electoral Court of Bavaria, &c. 
Englijttt out of High-Dutch. London, in 8°. 1674. 

THis Trait, though it be fmall in bulk, feems to deliver 
matters of no fmall ufe, both in War (which it was 
chiefly calculated for,) and in Peace; forafmuch as it com- 
prehends Medicines, and Medical and Chirurgical Practi- 
ces, for all forts of common difeafes, and other defeats and 
infirmities of the Body -, and is efpecially recommendable up- 
on the account of the eafie and cheap preparation of the reme- 
dies and helps requifite to cure and relieve difeafed and 
wounded bodies ; though they are not eafily to be ufed with- 
out the dire&ion of fome good Phyfitian or Chirurgi- 
on. 

The Author was a perfon of great note in his time, and 
feems to have been a man of much Experience as well as 
Charity; delivering the particulars, contained in this Book, 
chiefly upon his own tryal and fuccefs, though partly 
alfo upon that of his fkilful Collegues and other honeffc 
perfons. 
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III. EPHEMERIDUM MEDlCO-PHTSlCARUM Ger- 
manics ANNUS TERTIUS, &c. Lipfi* & Francofurti, 
1673, in 4 . 

THcih Mifcellanies confifting of fo great a number of Ob- 
fervations as amount to 350; the narrow bounds of 
this TraB will permit us to take notice but of a few of fo 
many; viz* 

That a Stone hath been fuccefsfully cut 
from under the Tongue ^ : That the powder * r , ^ Ko 

, o I * Compare Numb, 83. 

of the Mujcus terrcjtris clavatus is a good of tbcfeTraas. 
Antepileptick : TZvz/, in an Epidemical 
Dyfentery of more than four hundred perfons afflifted with 
that diflemper, not one woman with child, and fick of the 
fame difeafe, dyed : That a girl, after fne was recovered of 
the fmall pox, did fweat blood out of the toes of both her 
feet : That a man, being opened after his death, was found to 
have not above ten pound of flefh about him, all the reft being 
fat, and vtry (lender bones, and the Mufcles rather mem- 
brans than flefh : Of one > that had fo copious and ftrong a 
tranfpiration, that his hand, being a pretty while iaclofed in 
a g'afs, appeared moid all over, and the fides of the glafs be- 
dewed with fmall drops \ he alfo never voiding any thing by 
fiege above once a week : O/an Heart altogether wafted, and 
dried up like an empty purfe, flirunk together : That one of 
the beft remedies againft the Pleurifie is Antimonium Diapho- 
reticum, prepared as 'tis here prefcribed in Qbf 74 : That 
Balfom of Peru is of great efficacy in Dyfenteries : Of a wo- 
man, in whom, after (he had been brought to bed, and cured, 
of grievous EpilepJtique fits, were left by a crijis feveral gian- 
duls in her left arm, which as often as they difappeaied and 
vanifhed, fhe felt very great head-ache and other troublefome 
diftempers, but when they re-appeared, fhe found her fe^ 
well again : Of many, cured of a Tertian ague by an i'n- 
fufion of Jtircus jiiillum in Rhinifh wine : Of a female-jhild 
without any brains, (as appeared afterwards, when it was 
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dead, and open'd) the mother having, about the middle 
time of her child-bearing, feen men fight, and one of them 
wounded in his head, the blood trickling down on every 
fide, at which fhe fcratched her head : Of one, that having 
iheefed, at three feveral nights, above 300 times each night 
without intermiflion, was freed for a while from that fneeling 
by a Palfie of her left fide ; yet as foon as her head was 
heated by Motion or the Sun, or affe&ed by a cold air and 
wind, fell a fneefing again ; which was cured by applying 
fome leaven and amber to the crown of her head ; on which 
there was at length found a foft tumor, got by a grievous 
fall and knock, the matter of which being heated, did by 
dilatation,, or, being Cooled, did by conftriftion, and both 
wayes by its acrimony, vellicate the parts, to caufe the 
fymptom : Of divers difeafes removed by a change into 
other diftempers ; as Convulfions into a Fever, a Fever in- 
to the yellow Jaundice, Frenfie into a Dyfentery, Head- 
ache into an Haemorrhagy of the nofe ; Deafifhnefs, Spitting 
of blood and Sorenefs of eyes into a Loofenefs, &c : Of 
a child, that had by mifchance fwallow'd a piece of lead, 
fuch as is commonly faftned for a mark to cloath, which 
child was faved by giving it fome vinegar, which open'd 
the body of the Lead : Of one that cured himfelf of the 
Hungarian diftemper by drinking large draughts of Rhinifh 
wine, and thereby provoking copious fweats : Of feveral 
perlbns of fuch a temper, that they were purged, fome of 
them, by the meer fmell of a purgative, one, by the bare 

hearing, another by only dreaming, of the medi- 

*0£/.i->4 - 4. c * ne * : ^at in Livonia the people are very 
* #1 ' '" 3 * feldom afflicted by the Stone; which is afcribed 
to their way of brewing their beer all over the Country with 
^ed-hot flints : "That Fontanels or IfTues are very powerful 
t<- remove Head-aches, ftubborn Defluxions, Podagrical hu- 
mors, Sciatica's ; as alfo to prevent Apoplexies, Epilepfies, 
Palfus, &c : That 'tis a vulgar error, that Hares do change 
their cex : Of an odd effect of Lightning, which ftriking 
into the Turret of a Caftle, did no mifchief, but only made a 
fmall hole in a filver coin, kept in the purfe of the watchmans 

wife : 
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wife : Of a grievous Megrim, removed by Veficatories, 
and Spirit of Sal Armoniac drawn in by the nofe ; which 
proved fo effectual, that the patient (hen after voided sit the 
nofe a whole quart of water, and fo was cured : Of?, man, 
that fpent a whole fortnight without ar.y fleep, and yd found 
no inconvenience in his vital and animal functions by it : Of 
one, that for feveral weeks had had an aeueonly in his rlpht 
Arm, which came regularly about {even a clock in the morn- 
ing, the reft of his body remaining all the while in its natural 
temper: Of one, that upon plunging himfelf feveral times, 
when he had fits of a Tertian upon him, into a river near him, 
was cured ; [but beware of imitation :) Pkurliies, and Ky- 
dropical fwellings, cured by the ufe of Lin-feed oyl ; Kse- 
morrhoids cured by the fmell of Myrrh e, Frankincenfe and 
Maftick : O/'one in Denmark, whofe fpitle is as fweet as 
fugar, though he love things acid : O/* Salts concreted into a 
Glafly flexil plate *, by mixing Spirit of 
wine camphorated with fpirit of Harts- * s« Numb, 39. P%7 go. 
horn, and powring it upon ignited parts of tkef Trails 
of Iron ; from which mixture the Cam- 
phire firft, being got out of the pores of the Spirit of wine, 
made the whole body of the liquor troubled and look like a 
fnowy lanugo or cloud ; and then it fubfided, leaving the li- 
quor all clear; but, fome days after, the faid mixture being 
gently ftirred, a very thin plate, like Mufcovia Talk, per- 
fectly diaphanous, like glafs, was obferved to fwim there- 
in ; and to fhew, that this proceeded not from the refracti- 
on of the rays from the furface of the liquor, the Obferver 
did feveral ways change his pofition, and that of the fappofed 
glafs, towards the light; whereupon not only the appearance 
of the faid plate did not difappear, but a manifeft undula- 
tion and flexiblenefs of its own in the midft of the liquor, 
it anfwer'd to every undulation of the liquor, caufed by the 
gentle agitation of this glafs. 

But to proceed to fome other obfervations, we fhall fur- 
ther take notice; 0/"one, that once in all his life-time, for 
the fpace of a whole moon (which was that of March,) could 
fee nothing at all by Candle-light, but faw very well as foon 
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as the Sun was rifen : Of a Lixivium of Quick-lime ful- 
phurated, that changed Spirit of Niter into a folid lapide- 
ous fait, whereas, when the Lime was not fulphurated, it 
changed it only into a faline gum : Of & young man, who, 
without an apparent caufe, was after his fleep found both 
fpeechlefs, and deftitute of all feeling, in what part of his 
body foever he were pricked with pins, though all his other 
fenfes were unviolate, and he did eat, drink, walk, and 
fleep very well ; which diftemper, both of his fpeechlefnefs, 
and want of feeling, was perfectly cured by bleeding him in 
the ranalds of his tongue : Of two Puppys, cut out of their 
dams belly, that not only lived a quarter of an hour after 

their hearts had been cut out -f, but 

t See the Noble Robert alfo made * kind of creeping noife : 
Boyle in his Ufifuln. of Nat. 0/"three child-bearing women, where- 
Philjoli.publijhti^part. f one longing for Strawberries, 

2jea.\,p.i^. c wbere^byhiso ( wn j i • 1 1 

Experiment, Frogs did fwim, and having got them, was the next 
.after their hearts -were cut out. day deliver'd of a child, whole 

back feemed to be fprinkled with 
whole and frefh ftrawberriesj the other, who longing for 
green herbs, aftef fhe had eat fome, was the next day 
brought to bed of a child, the crown of whofe head lookt 
as cover' d with fmall pieces of green herbs cut; the third, who 
at the inftant of her travel longing for wheaten flower, and 
being fatiated therewith, brought forth a child, half an hour 
after, that held in his knit fift fomething like dry flower : 
O/leggs broken, perfectly healed with a kind of Mofs, cal- 
led by Botanifts Mufcus pulmonarius terrejiris fanguineus, 
made into an unguent with the roots of Con/blida major, 
finely pulverifed together, and boiled with hoggs-greafe in a 
glafed and well-ciofed pipkin : Of a boy, that quite loft 
his tongue by fpitting it out, when he had the fmall pox, 
but was yet able, without the help of any art, not only to 
tafte, fwailow, and fpit, but to fpeak fo as to be well un- 
derftood ; which is the fame Hiftory with that of Jac. Ro- 
landus de Belebad, Chirurgion of Sanmur, who publifht it 
in French under the Title of Aglofb-Stomographia, which is by 
our Ephemerift turned into Latin* 

Befides 
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Befides thefe Authors, we are concerned to take notice 
of thofe Generous perfons of London, who fhew their Love 
to their Country by devifmg, propofing and folliciting the 
beft Expedients for the Improvement of England and other 
his Majefties Dominions, by Trade, Agriculture, or any 
Commerce, Artifice, or Manufacture. At prefent I fhall 
only name two : 

The Jirji is, Englands Intereji and Improvement, conjifting 
in the Increafe of the Store and Trade of this Kingdom, by 
SAMUEL FOR TREY Ef quire. Which Traft was 
firft published A. 1663; and is again newly addreffed to 
his Majefty. In two or three iheets it contains, / think, 
a great Treafury. 

And fecondly, as a principal branch of Englands Treafury 
we muft recommend, A Difcourfe of the FISHERT, briefly 
laying open not only the ADVANTAGES and FACI- 
LITY of the Undertaking, but like wife the abfolute NECES- 
SITY of it, in order to the Well-being both of the King and 
People ; afferted and vindicated from all material Objections, by 
ROGER L'ESTRANGE Ef quire. In one fingle 
fheet he faith, in our opinion, more to the purpofe than fome 
would have done in a large Volum. 

Let me add, on this occafion, in reference to Georgicks, 
that fome have had the boldnefs to affirm, that there is furer 
and more ufeful Phyfiology in Learned Farro's three books 
De re Ruflica, than in Arifiotle% eight Books Phyjicorum, or 
in Plato $ intricate Sublimities. And we have not been want- 
ing, upon occafions to caft in our fmall mite, in recommend- 
ing the Culture of Gardens, n. 45. n. 46. n. 53. n. 84. Vine- 
yards, m 15. Cider-Orchards, Groves, the Improvements 
of Forefts, Mulberies, n. 2. n. 5. n. 12. n. 53. Agriculture 
in general, n. 5. Granaries, to provide corn in times of plenty 
for years of dearth, n. 25. Remedies o^ Preventions of Dearth 
propofed, n. 90. The faiubrity of an unwhoiforne place, 

how to be recover'd, n. 66, Sand-fiouds by land, how to be 

n > 1 

i i, > p U \a. , 



( 20 ) 

ftopp'd, and improvements in fuch places, n. 37. Salt, who 
made in the coafts of France by the Sun, n. 51. The Salt- 
works at Nantwich defcribed, n. 53. and 54. Tidings of a 
Salt-rock in Ckejhire, n. 66. Materials for Ships offer'd from 
Virginia, to preferve the Timber of England againft a time of 
need, n. 93. And fuch extraordinary Artifices, as Ingenious 
Travellors have communicated to us. Our aim being for the 
genera] benefit of Mankind, it is fit, we fhould begin at our 
own doors, and offer an Example, or, at leaft, follow the 
beft. 



Errata in Numb. 100. 

Pag, 6194. 1. 26, r. reafons of Sounds, p. 6197. 1. 2. r, proportion half of the double. 
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